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To: Abolila, Esther DIST1 1
Subject: Request for Opinion

Esther,

Pursuant to our conversation, I am providing with a written responseto
the question Commissioner Martinez posed regarding a letter he wishes to
send to a radio station asking the station to promote the Miami-Kendall
Rotary Rumble Motocycle Giveway for charity and allow him to appear on
the radio station’s morning talk show. The draft letter indicates in
two places that he is a county commissioner -- at the beginning of the
letter, as the honorary chairman for the event and secondly, at the end
of the letter. As a general rule, the County Code prohibits elected
officials from soliciting contributions, donations or gifts unless the
gifts are solicited for official county business.

In this case, I find nothing wrong with the Commissioner appearing on
the talk show and providing the listeners the general public with more
information about the giveway and the purpose of the event. Even a
general appeal by Commissioner Martinez to the public about why the
public should attend would not amount to a violation of the Conflict of
Interest and Code of Ethics ordinance.

If you have any questions concerning the above, please feel free to
contact me at your convenience.

Robert Meyers
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Rotar Club of Miami-Kendall

"Sow the Seeds of

RonBrewer
PublicAffairs Director
WZTA- 94.9FM
7601 Riviera Blvd.
Miraros; FL 33023

JoeA. Martinez, County Commissioner
HonoraryChairman
Miami-KendallRotaryRumbleMotorcycle
111 NW. First Street,Suite #320
Miami, FL 33128

May 13, 2003

I.

Mr. Brewer:

V

Sincerely,

Joe A. Martinez
Miami-DadeCounty Commissioner,District 11

Cc: SteveBeck, IncomingPresident,RotaryClub of Miami-Kendall

I amrecuestingan opportunity lot representativesfrom theKendallRotaryClub, Peterson’sHarley-Davidsonof South
Dade as.dme to appearon your morning talk show the week of June 9, 2003 to discussthe Miami-Kendall Rotary
Rumble Motorcycle Giveaway for charity, which will takeplace on Father’sDay, June 15, 2003 at the Worldwide
Motorcycle Show of Miami, to be held at the CoconutGrove ConventionCenter. The Rotary Club would greatly
appreSteyour h:lp in notitir g thepublic aboutthis tin eventfor a goodcause.

The Motorcycle Giveaway is the Kendall Rotary Club’s contribution to Rotary International’s worldwide polio
preventionprogramPolioPlus,itch seeksto eradicatePolio from the world by the year2005. Currently,the world is
99 percentPolio-free. The Giveaway will be a raffle of a $19,000, 100-anniversaryHarley-DavidsonFathoy
motorcycle,providedby Peterson’sHarley-Davidson,on the main stageof the Motorcycle Showbetween1:00p.m. and
4:00 pn. on June 15. Five hundredraffle tickets will be available for $100 each,and the winner will notbe picked
until the lastticket is bought.

For moj e infonnation or to respondto this request,pleasecontactGregChin, Media Liaison, at 305-375-2859or
email at gchinntianiidade.gov.Thankyou in advancefor your attention.

PoIicPbs

8181 NW 36thSt, Ste. 27-B, Miami, FL 33166
Tel: 305471-7761 Fax: 305 471-6142

E-mail: hbeck8181@msn.com
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Rotar Inter national
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COMMISSIONERJOE A. MARTINEZ, DISTRICT 11

Metropolitan Dade County, Florida
StephenP. Clark Center

111 NW First Street, Suite 320
Miami, florida 33128-1963
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